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From the Pastor’s Pen 
                                                                             

Let Us Pray 

By now, most of you have 
heard the news.  I am 
appointed to serve as Oak 

Grove’s pastor for a second year.  I can 
only hope that you are as pleased as I 
and Janis are.  Of course, we Methodists 
know that appointments are officially 
“set” by the bishop at annual conference 
in June.  Rarely, however, is the initial 
announcement changed.  All churches in 
the Western North Carolina Conference 
were to make the initial announcements on 
April 24th.  Corene Lazenby, chair of Oak 
Grove’s SPRC, conveyed the news to our 
congregation. 

Last month, I wrote about, “What’s Next?”  
Now that I am returning, we can get to 
work on what God’s “next” step is for us.  
As mentioned in April, the future is in our 
hands.  But the future begins now.  Are we 
ready?  What is that “next” step to be?  
Let us respond with a common 
understanding. 

We Methodists are taught through 
confirmation classes and our Book of 

Discipline that the Church’s purpose is to 
make disciples for Jesus Christ.  Since 
Jesus’ crucifixion, disciples and churches 
have spread the Good News. Today, we 
thank God for this heritage and for the 
opportunity to celebrate the salvation 
story of Jesus amongst ourselves while 
communicating it and living it before those 
in the communities surrounding us. 

So, in taking “next” steps, where do we 
go?  Let’s begin with reaching up to God.  
We cannot build upon what we have or 
where we are without His power within us.  
The Apostle Paul communicated this truth 
to the church at Ephesus: 
NRS  Ephesians 3:20 Now to him who by 
the power at work within us is able to 
accomplish abundantly far more than all we 
can ask or imagine, 21 to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

As I have prayed for our church, I sense 
that all of us, myself included, must grow 
to be more disciplined in committing and 
spending time with God in prayer and in 
reading the Bible.  Reaching for God 
when we need Him is easy and instinctive. 
But most of the time, when all is well, we 

put God aside and tend to focus on other 
“priorities”.  Let us change that.  How 
many of us parents want our children to 
come to us only when they want 
something?  No, we desire the joys of their 
being with us, talking to us, and loving us 
as we love them.  God is no different; He 
is our eternal Father…now and forever. 

Let us commit as the “next” step to spend 
more time with God.  You know where 
you are in this.  Assuredly, God knows our 
priorities.  May our collective “next” step 
be that of making God the “first” and 
“last” step every day.  Read the Bible 
daily and pray every morning and before 
going to bed at night. 

When all members of Oak Grove commit 
to a disciplined life of communicating with 
God daily, regardless of the fluctuating 
“highs” and “lows” of life, we will be 
further blessed.  Then, together, we will 
share and collectively understand and set 
the “next” steps for Oak Grove.  Let us 
never forget; Oak Grove’s facilities and 
people are created by God and are here 
for His glory…not ours. 
                                    Pastor Bob 

Sunday, May 8, 2016 

     During these first 10 months as your pastor, I have gotten to 
know many of you.  And through our talks, I have grown to 
appreciate the heritage and history of Oak Grove.  It all began 
roughly 128 years ago when the first church building, a wooden 
structure, was built at the site of our cemetery.  Wow, how things 

have changed! 

Many of us remain disappointed in that our planned Easter sunrise 
service at the cemetery was shifted to the sanctuary.  The clouds 

that morning, coupled with the drizzle and wetness, put a darkness 

upon our hopes. 

Yet, the anticipated joy in worshipping God at the cemetery lingers 
within many of us.  Now, join me in looking ahead to Heritage 
Sunday on May 22nd.  Let’s gather at the cemetery then to worship 
God and celebrate Oak Grove’s heritage.  Also, bring flowers to 

place on the graves of the loved ones who have gone before us. 

Tents and chairs will be in place for worship there.  The adult choir 
and children will sing.  I will preach.  And following worship, we will 

all enjoy fellowship with a catered meal. 

 

Here is the schedule for Heritage Sunday, May 22nd: 

1. 9:00 AM    Fellowship, coffee, juice, and pastries in the  
                 Family Life Center 

2. 9:30 AM    Sunday School and “new” small group study  

                  at the church 

3. 10:30 AM   Worship Service at the OGUMC cemetery 

4. 11:30AM     Fellowship and catered lunch  

                   at the OGUMC cemetery 

Oak Grove UMC Heritage Sunday 

Sunday, May 22, 2016 

at the Oak Grove Cemetery 
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In the  month of April, we were able to help to feed over 55 families.   
This month we are especially collecting canned goods of all types. 

Thank you for helping us stock our pantry!  

Memorials  and Honorariums    
 
 
 
 

 

In Memory of 
Betty Phillips 

Mary Ann Scoggins 
Renee Cruthers 

 
 

In Memory of 
Danny Goode 

Danny & Linda Brown 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

In Memory of 
Lib Deaton 
Kay Brown 

Lonnie Carrier 
Perry & Kathy Phillips 

Mary Ann Scoggins 
Andrea Wilson 

R.B. & Helen Helms 
Arzelle Dwyer 
JoAnn Walker 

*You may designate Memorials and Honoraria for any Oak Grove UMC ministry or fund.   

 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 

Looking for Volunteers!  Oak Grove 
will have a One Day Vacation Bible 
School on Saturday August 6th, 
from 9:00 am – 2:00 pm.  
 

There are many areas where help is needed the day of VBS and in 
advance planning, setting up, and advertising. Please consider overseeing 
one of the following areas or partnering with someone for an activity.  We 
can always use help for Storytelling, Assembly puppet skits, Recreation, 
Music (with DVD), and Discovery time (science experiments).  Also, it helps to 
have someone advertising and working to get the invitation out to welcome 

visitors. 

Thanks for prayerfully considering. 
 

Please contact Joan Carrier or anyone on the Education Committee 

E-mail: JNC525@aol.com  (704) 827-2531 

Thanks to each and 
every one for the 
beautiful prayer 
quilt for Ethel 
Wilson,  she was so 
excited to receive 
such a beautiful 
quilt with all the 
prayers that were prayed for her!   She also 
enjoyed reading her card from her Sunday School 
class,  she read each name and smiled and when 
finished said she really missed going to her 
Church!   The family would also like to Thank 
everyone for the support, cards, phone calls and 
prayers she has received.  Please continue to keep 
her and her family in your prayers! 
                                                Blessings to all! 

                                                Andrea Wilson 

The children will 
practice the bells on 
Sunday, May  1st, and 
will be performing in 
the Worship Service on 
Mother’s Day Sunday,  
May 8th.    Please be 
sure to have your 
children at Oak Grove 

UMC on both Sundays! 

We will be honoring 3 High School Graduates this year on Sunday June 
5th at our worship service. 
 
Bannah Rankin  attended Cox Mill High School in Cabarrus County but 
went to PLC-Performance Learning Center were she graduated in 
December 2015, six months early. She is now attending RCCC and will be 
completing her Nurse Aid 1 Certification in May 2016.  She knows she 
wants to help people but hasn't decided in which area  yet.  Plans are to 
work in the hospital setting as a Nurses Aid 1 for a year to decide which 
direction in medicine she wants to pursue. 
 
Braden Asbury  will graduate June 11, 2016 from Independence High 
School.  He has been very involved in the music and theatre 
programs.  Braden is also a member of the National Honors Society.  This 
summer Braden will work for CPCC's Summer Theatre as a tech for several 
productions.  This fall Braden will attend Catawba College in Salisbury, NC 
as a recipient of the schools Presidential Scholarship.  He plans to study 
Technical Theatre and Production. 
 
Aylah Hylton  will graduate June 11, 2016 from Hickory Ridge High 
School, Harrisburg, NC.  She has decided to attend CPCC this fall for two 
years to attain her basic college courses and then transfer to either the 
University of Tennessee or Western Carolina University to continue her 
studies in Forensic Science.  Her plans are to become a Forensic Technician 
someday. 

Operation Sandwich 

Providing sandwiches 
for Urban Ministries 

every other 

Wednesday. 

Sandwich builds 

 this month: 

May 4th & 18th 

A UMC.org Feature by Joe Iovino* 

April 19, 2016 
As a United Methodist, you are probably aware that General 
Conference, the once-every-four-years official meeting of the 
church is happening in Portland, Oregon, May 10-20, 2016. 
What may be far less clear, however, is what happens there 
and what it means to your local congregation. 
Work 
The best-known aspect of General Conference is thelegislation. 
General Conference is the body that determines direction and 
speaks officially for our denomination. 864 delegates elected 
by their annual conferences will consider 1044 petitions. Half 
the delegates are clergy and half are laity. Bishops lead the 
sessions, but have neither voice nor vote. 
Amendments to The Book of Discipline that guides the work of 
local churches, pastors, annual conferences, general agencies, 
and bishops, are adopted. Delegates also vote on resolutions 
that give the official positions of The United Methodist Church 
on social issues which are published in our Book of Resolutions. 
The General Conference covers a wide array of issues that 
affect all levels of our church. A small percentage of them 
receive a great deal of attention. Others will pass or fail 
without much fanfare, but will have lasting impacts in the life of 
our local churches. 
At the 2016 General Conference legislation will be presented 
and debated on human sexuality, the budget of the general 
church for 2017-2020, a more global church structure, the 
ordination process for our pastors, formation of a hymnal 
revision committee, and more. 
Whether widely publicized or not, General Conference 
legislation directs our work globally, regionally, and locally in 
our congregations. 
General Conference receives reports, votes on legislation, and 
passes a budget, but it is more than a business meeting. 
The General Conference sessions are the only time The United 
Methodist Church gathers from across the globe in a single 
location. In that sense, it is something akin to a family reunion—
albeit a ridiculously large one. When we come together every 
four years, we take the opportunity to worship, remember, and 
celebrate. 

Worship 
When the United Methodist family gathers, we come from 
Africa, Asia, Europe, and North America. We come together as 
one in our faith in Jesus Christ and our love for The United 
Methodist Church. There are, however, a variety of languages 
and cultures represented. 
The worship of General Conference celebrates our unity and 
diversity. 
Eleven worship gatherings and nine opportunities to receive the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion are offered during the 11 days. 
Additionally, the Rev. Laura Jaquith Bartlett, worship and music 
director for the 2016 General Conference, told United 
Methodist Communications that at the end of each day, “We’ll 
send [the delegates] out into the night resting on the wings of 
the Spirit.” 
 The worship reminds us that we are part of something much 
larger than our local congregation. We are a connectional 
church, united to do wonderful work across the globe. We will 
share on billboards, trains, and elsewhere around Portland that 
united in faith, millions serve God and our neighbors. 
Celebration 
On Wednesday, May 18, at 9:48 a.m. (PDT), The United 
Methodist Church will celebrate one of those ministries by which 
we have helped millions. Imagine No Malaria has greatly 
contributed to a coordinated international effort to eradicate 
this preventable disease. Through the efforts of this amazing 
ministry, more than 1 million mosquito bed nets have been 
distributed and more than 250,000 people have been 

diagnosed and treated. That is reason to celebrate. 

mailto:JNC525@aol.com
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-general-conference
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-general-conference
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/general-conference-2016
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/general-conference-2016-legislation
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-book-of-discipline-the
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-book-of-resolutions-the
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/thanks-to-you-we-can-imagine-no-malaria

